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Abstract:

Artificial intelligence (Al) is increasingly embedded in all stages of the research lifecycle and
academic research practices, influencing how research questions are formulated, data are
analyzed, findings are communicated, and knowledge is disseminated (OECD,2019;
UNESCO,2022). While Al-enabled tools offer efficiency and analytical advantages, their use raises
ethical concerns about research integrity. Addressing these concerns is becoming essential as Al
adoption gains prominence across academic activities and educational environments that
prepare students for professional practice (HLEG AL, 2019)

Key ethical risks associated with Al use in research include algorithmic bias, lack of transparency,
misrepresentation of evidence, unclear authorship, and threats to privacy and data confidentiality
(Stahl et al., 2016). These risks are particularly consequential in contexts involving sensitive data,
marginalized knowledge systems, or public trust and also reflected in student use of Al across
coursework.

Ethical Al use in research requires alighment with foundational principles such as transparency,
accountability, human oversight, and respect for privacy. Clear disclosure of Al involvement,
critical evaluation of Al-generated outputs, and responsible data practices are central to
maintaining academic integrity and form the basis of Al literacy competencies related to
prompting, verification, bias awareness, privacy, and intellectual property. Equally important is
recognizing the limits of Al and resisting over-reliance on automated systems in tasks that require
contextual understanding, ethical reasoning, and scholarly responsibility (Floridi et al., 2018).

Ethical engagement with Al is now integral to contemporary academic research. Framing Al as a
complementary tool helps ensure research innovation remains grounded in rigor, equity, and
trust (Boddington, 2017). This study presents an ethical perspective on the responsible use of Al
in academic research, highlighting key risks, guiding principles, and practical considerations that
support integrity, transparency, and accountability. The findings inform curriculum design and
experiential learning through Human-Al workflows and ethical enabled, employability -focused
assessment.
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