Advancing Experiential Learning through Metaliteracy, Open Educational Resource Development, and Generative Artificial Intelligence

Open Educational Resources (OERs) play a key role in expanding access, promoting equity, and supporting inclusion in higher education. At the same time, generative artificial intelligence (AI) is changing how knowledge is created and shared. This research-in-progress paper draws on the metaliteracy framework, which relates to information literacy, metacognition, student collaboration, authorship, and responsible digital citizenship. This paper employs this framework to reframe experiential learning as active knowledge production rather than just content acquisition.

Based on a critical review of scholarship on metaliteracy, open education, experiential learning, and emerging generative AI practices, this paper proposes a pedagogical perspective in which students function as both users and reflective contributors within open and AI-mediated knowledge ecosystems. Experiential practices, including the creation and localization of OERs, foster critical authorship, ethical information use, intercultural communication, accessibility design, and open licensing. Generative AI, positioned as a tool for exploration and co-creation, requires transparency, critical evaluation, and human oversight rather than being treated as an unquestioned source of knowledge.

By integrating metaliteracy, open pedagogy, and critical engagement with AI, the paper advances a model of experiential practice that prioritizes learner agency, responsibility, and active participation in open knowledge communities, extending beyond traditional disciplinary boundaries.

The paper will present this integrative conceptual framework, examine its implications for curriculum design and institutional policy, and present initial findings from empirical research and classroom implementation. By emphasizing metaliteracy-informed experiential practice, this work contributes to the ongoing discourse on how independent institutions can facilitate meaningful learning in open and AI-mediated educational environments.
