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Abstract
Experiential learning activities such as projects, simulations, and community-engaged work are increasingly embedded across applied postsecondary programs. Despite their prevalence, educators continue to face challenges in assessing critical thinking in ways that are consistent, rigorous, and aligned with real-world learning contexts. This paper examines student-generated case writing as an authentic assessment strategy that enables faculty to evaluate critical thinking while preserving the integrity of experiential learning.
The paper addresses a central instructional question: How can case writing be intentionally designed and scaffolded across experiential courses to support progressive development of critical thinking skills? Adopting a practice-based, instructional perspective, the paper draws on implementation examples from applied programs to demonstrate how case writing can function as a model assessment rather than solely a teaching tool. A structured, step-by-step framework is presented, beginning with guided, observation-based cases in introductory courses and advancing toward complex, open-ended problem scenarios in upper-level or capstone courses.
The approach emphasizes alignment between case writing tasks, course learning outcomes, and program-level goals. Practical examples of assignment design, assessment criteria, and feedback and feedforward strategies are provided to illustrate how students are supported in moving from description to analysis, evaluation, and decision-making. The paper also highlights the role of shared rubrics and cumulative case portfolios in generating evidence of learning across courses.
Expected outcomes include actionable guidance for faculty seeking to assess experiential learning more effectively, improved transparency of expectations for students, and stronger, more visible evidence of critical thinking development over time. The paper contributes to the conference theme by demonstrating how experiential learning can move beyond engagement toward sustained, assessable achievement.

