Laddering Critical Thinking Through Co-Created Industry Cases Across Core Courses
This presentation proposes a program-level design that integrates work-integrated learning (WIL) into core courses by using co-created industry problems and case writing as cumulative, scaffolded assessments. The argument here is that case-based WIL will systematically ladder critical thinking from foundational analysis to advanced analysis across semesters. 
Central question: How can structured case sequences reliably build critical thinking across multiple courses?
To be impactful and meaningful for students and educators, the goal is to create three stages of case sequence. 
1. Instructor-authored case studies 
2. Industry co-created live problems with prompts
3. Student-authored cases
All three case sequences will have rubrics (pre/post), case assignments, discussion groups with students and industry partners, and analysis of case drafts with reflection. A portable toolkit will connect case writing with co-creators.
Methodology: A design-based research study across cohorts would implement this three-stage case sequence to gather quantitative rubric scores, assignment data (time on task, iteration counts), and course grades. Qualitative data includes coded themes on problem authenticity, feedback utility, and transfer to reality. 
The presentation will feature a visual framework diagram, sample case study templates, and evidence of measurable gains in critical thinking. These items will be part of an implementation toolkit, which will be discussed on how to integrate WIL through cases with strategies for industry collaboration and assessment design.
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